Dale Creek Trestle
By Phil Roberts

On privately-owned land just a few miles above the university near the Summit two stone platforms hug the top of the wind-swept canyon edge.  Far below them on the canyon floor, shaped like tiny islands floating in the grass and occasionally water, are a couple of other stone platforms.  They are all that remain of what was once the highest railroad trestle in the world—the Dale Creek trestle, constructed by the Union Pacific Railroad during its race to complete the company’s leg of the transcontinental tracks west. 
Originally constructed of timbers shipped in from the forests of the Upper Midwest, the trestle went through two more transformations in the 19th century. The railroad, nervous about embers from the coal-fired locomotives possibly igniting the wooden structure, replaced it first with an iron structure and then one made of steel before, finally, abandoning it entirely at the turn of the century in favor of a deep fill and tunnel  a few miles to the south. 
For more than a decade after the University of Wyoming was founded, students and other travelers from Cheyenne went back and forth, most conveniently, “over the summit” by rail—and consequently, over the Dale Creek trestle.  
Even though little of it remains (and what does is on posted private land), the site illustrates how central the transcontinental railroad was to Wyoming’s creation—and to the founding of both Cheyenne and Laramie. Without the trestle, the canyon could not have been easily traversed and the railroad might have had to choose another route across the West. 
As our first territorial governor, John A. Campbell, put it: “The organization of a territorial government was made necessary by the building of a railroad.”  The railroad, too, necessitated “organization” of the city of Laramie and contributed to its size as the second largest town in the territory when it came time to establish state institutions. 
As second most populous, Laramie legislators gained for it the university. But even after that, until the second half of the 20th century, the railroad was more significant to Laramie’s economy than the university. Without the railroad—and the Dale Creek trestle—who knows where the institution would have gone, if it would have been established at all?

