Late Summer is Fair Time in Much of Wyoming

By Phil Roberts, 7/2004
Late summer is fair time in many Wyoming towns—and it has been for more than a century now.

Fairs—festivals in which local farmers displayed their prize-winning crop products—began in medieval times in Europe.  In America, they were commonplace in any town where agriculture was the main industry.  Even though fewer than two percent of Wyoming’s population is engaged in agriculture as an occupation these days, fairs still command widespread popularity—as much from hobbyist gardeners as from farmers.
In Wyoming, the first county fair was held in a county we wouldn’t necessarily identify as “agricultural.”  It was in Johnson County in the town of Buffalo in 1885.  At that time, Johnson County was barely a half decade old and Buffalo was little more than a trading settlement next to a military post—Fort McKinney. 

Other counties started fairs in the next decade.  The first Converse County fair was held in 1891—the year after Wyoming statehood. It wasn’t in Douglas. The fairgrounds were in Manville, after 1911, in Niobrara County. Basin hosted the first Big Horn County fair in 1897 and the first such event in Carbon County was held in Saratoga in 1910, in conjunction with the annual fish fry that had been occurring annually in the preceding three years. 

While most of the agricultural counties had county fairs by the early 20th century, there was no Wyoming State Fair until 1903.  That event, considered to be Wyoming’s first “state fair,” was actually called the “Wyoming Industrial Convention,” It was held in Sheridan. The following year, a similar event was hosted by Casper.  

In 1905, Douglas hosted the Wyoming State Fair. Administered under the direction of the State Board of Agriculture since 1923, the fair has been held there in late summers every year since, except for the depression years of 1935 and 1936 and the war years of 1943-45. The 1937 fair was canceled due to a polio outbreak.
