Stevon Lucero, Laramie Artist-Muralist, Remembered

By Phil Roberts, 12/15/2021

Nice salute to our late friend Stevon Lucero in today’s Boomerang (front page). The legendary Laramie-born artist/muralist died in Denver recently. 
My first memories of Stev are when he was working in Coe Library as a student in the early 1970s. One day, when he was on the “security desk” (ensuring that books going out of the library had been properly checked out), my wife, or someone working circulation that day, had a student report that her purse had been stolen. (As I recall, it was taken from a carrell in the basement)., I was in Coe to meet my wife for lunch and we were standing next to the Security Desk when the young woman was reporting the theft. Suddenly, a tall man came rushing toward the door, clearly with no intent to stop. The woman pointed at him and yelled (yes, in a library) “that’s him!” He reached the outside door, but Stev and I were in hot pursuit. We chased him down the alleyway next to the Student Union. We were gaining on him when he suddenly threw the stolen purse in the dumpster near the rear door of the C&I college. It was enough to distract us and he got away. (Police later reported he’d been caught, but for another crime with a gun).
Later, Stev had some of his paintings on display in the “gallery” windows in the front of Coe. They proved to be very popular—particularly memorable was his almost mystical “dream reaper.”

Years later, I was a past board member of La Radio Montanesa when Stev’s arresting panels depicting the Latinx experience in Wyoming were dedicated. A bit later, he generously spoke to my History of Wyoming survey class on the many themes depicted in the murals. He was a fine artist and muralist, but also a teacher from whom that class (and many other students—formal or informal) learned a great deal.
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